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All Its Files From Information Act

By ROBERT PEAR
Special m?n})d:-v\’n'nn-

WASHINGTON, May 28 — Lawvers
o the Cenural Intelligence Agency and
the American Civii Liperties Union gay
i they may be close to agreement oo &
tormule for amending the Freedom of
| Information AC 1o exempt numercus
| flies reianng to the agency's clandes
| tine operations. )
. Spokesmen “for ‘the civil “lberties
{wmien saic the tormuls ‘would preserve
| public access 10 a2l documents that
i LSt be disclosed under current Jaw.

Tbe C.IA s:Suppor: for the plan re

i fiects & majorchange trom its previous

 insistence that 1t shouid beenmirely ex.

i exxpr from the disclosare irw, wceore.

j ing o Erpest Maverield, deputy gen-

| eral cnmsel of the telligence agency.

} lotroduesd by Goldwater

! The compromise is contained in; 2 bill

"introducec recent)y by Senatar Berrv
Goidwater, the Arizone Republican who
is chairmar of the Senate Select Com.-
mitteeon lorellipence,

Unger the bill, the agency's “‘opers-
uons! files," which show how i gathers
imeliigence, would be exempt trom dis-
closure enc the egency would be re
hievec o s respomsibility w search

“suck files iz response 1o intormation re-

guests under @he aci. But unciassifiec
- polidee.. economic and scentific infor.

. medor. obiained through mtelhgenoe; : bes of the & v: the Di t

operations would stl be accessible o
the public, &s it is now supposed 1o be.
Tpe Reagar Administration has ol
fered meny proposals to limit the scope
¢! the Freedom of Information Act anc
hec taken several steps 10 prevent the
uneuthorized disclosure of classified in.
formenoz, leading critics to charpe
thet President Reegan is trying 'to
achieve e new erz of secrecy in the Gov-
errpesl. Administration officials insis:
they are commitied 10 the $pirit of the
lew and the original objectives of Con-
- gress inpassing it
Meark E. Lynck & steff attorney tor
the civil liberties wmiorn, said the Gold-

waier bill couid speed disclosures be |

cause the C.1.A. would no longer have to
seerch files that, in practice, vield no
reieasadie documents. The agency has
& Jarge backiog and is just now comply-
ing with reguesis submined two or
three veass ego.

17 we thought we were losing infor.

Ination that is pow available, we would
bever go alang with this proposel,” said
Mr. Lynch, who has been imvoived in
litigation against the agency for the iast
€ight years. “The bil! relieves  the
-agency of the administrative burden of
reviewing flies whose contents are al-
‘ready exempl 1t goes not exempt anv
additional information from reiease.’ .

The key 10 the bill is the assumption

that the C.1.A., becanse of its computer.

ized fiie sysiem, can separate the truire

| of intelligence-gathering trom sensitive

Gate abont sources of intelligence and

-the agency’s methods in gatbering the

oz
hems Exempied From Search
“The bill would authorizethe Director

| of Cemtral Intelligence to aesignate cer-

‘tain files as “‘exempt frow search, re |

view, publicetion or disclosure” unoder
e Freetom of Information A,
Presumnably, hic determinations

-could be challenged and reviewed ip

COwrt, just &s plamtitts mav pow chal.
Jenge the apencys cantemtion the: &
document should pot be disclosed be
cause it is properiy classified.

*1f someone challenges & ‘classified’
stemp,” Mr. Maverteld seid, ‘“we are
obliged in court w justity the classifics-
ton of every piece of paper and every
porton of the document >

To quality for an exernption, th- -..»
must be situated in one of . .e

of Operations, the Directorate for Sci-
ence and Technology or the O*ice of Se.
curity. Under the bili, a file could be ex-
empted trom the search-end-disciosure
reguirements if it Gealt with one of four
topics: “‘scientfic and technical”
means of coliecting imellipence, tor-
eign imelligence and countermiell;.
gence operations, background investi.
gations of potential informers and lis;-
80D arrangements with foreign gov

oents. . ~
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But the bill savs information derived

’immtbecxemp:ﬁ)smddisuibutedm

- other parts of the agency has po special
proiection. 1o addition, the agency may
. be Tequired 10 search its operationsl
i fes for intormatior abouwt covert ac-
igvites wbose existence has alreadv
! been confirmed by the Government.

3 Goldwater Defends Plan

| This legisletion does not frustrate
the essential purposes of the Freedom
of Informaticz Act,” Mr. Goldwater
sai¢. ‘‘Reguesiers will continve to bave
access to C1.A. files containing the in-

, tellipence product apd 1o information

oo policy guestions and debates an these

. policies.” -

° Jobm Shatruck director of the Wash-
ingtor office of the civil liberties union,
said tharif the bill became law it might

. Aead other  Fegeral agencies to seek ex-

' ‘emptions frox the disclosure law, Be

. 'said be would be concerned abowt any
atempts to_amend the law “in piece-
meal fashion 10 provide relief to individ-

| ual agencies.” :

| Theformula in the Goidwater bill was

tmﬂcredwtbeneedso{theCem:raJ 1n-
telligence Agency. *There is Do evi-
| dence tha: it would work for agy other

i apency,” Mr. Lynch said.

Mr. Maverielc saic be was speaisag
for the Direcior o Ceatral Intelligence,
Wilkaz J. Casey, in saying, ‘“We tavor
this bill:"’
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